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Extra Society meeting in August
‘The Black Death and its Aftermath’
[image: undefined]The Society has organised a supplementary meeting which will be held on 22 August 2025. The talk will be by Imogen Corrigan and is entitled ‘The Black Death and its Aftermath’. The meeting will be held at Christchurch and will start at 7.30pm. 
The speaker, the medieval historian Imogen Corrigan, BA, MPhil, FRHistS, FRSA, spent nearly 20 years in the British Army and retired in the rank of Major before turning to a life-long interest in Anglo-Saxon and Medieval History, which she studied at the University of Kent. She is a proficient lecturer on medieval history and particularly church art and architecture, and accredited with the Arts Society, Imogen has also gained an MPhil from the University of Birmingham. Her book Stone on Stone: The Men Who Built the Cathedrals was published in 2019 and The Green Man: Myth & Reality was published in 2025. In 2022 Imogen Corrigan was elected as a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society. In addition to this, Imogen Corrigan is the Memorials and Monuments Specialist for the Diocesan Advisory Committee for Canterbury. INSIDE THIS NEWSLETTER
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Regarding the Black Death, we now know that at least 50% (probably more) of the population of Europe and beyond perished in the first wave and that the disease recurred over the next 130 years. Naturally, there were social changes as people adjusted to this shocking change in their communities.


Change of venue for the Society meetings

New meeting venue from September – Salvation Army Citadel

Notice has been received from the owners of Christ Church that GYLHAS must vacate Christ Church by 31 August 2025. This is because the building is no longer being used as a church and as a community resource and is being sold. The Committee has been looking for an alternative venue for the meetings to be held at which is both affordable and is located reasonably central so that it can be got to easily by most members. Also, it must be easily assessable to the visiting speakers. It has been decided to hold the meetings at the Salvation Army Citadel, Tolhouse Street, Great Yarmouth, NR30 2SQ. The Salvation Army Citadel will be booked for the next quarter, and the decision will be reviewed by the Committee in January.  The meetings will continue to be held on the third Friday of the month and start at 7.30pm. 

The first meeting at the Salvation Army Citadel will be on 19 September 2025 and is entitled, ‘Queen Elizabeth I’s Progress to Norwich and Her Refusal to go to Yarmouth’. The speaker is Victor Morgan BA, PhD, FRHistS. The meeting will start at 7.30pm. The Salvation Army Citadel is on Tolhouse Street, Great Yarmouth, next to what was the old library.


History Fair 
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 13 September 2025, 10.00 – 15.00
at the St Nicholas Minster

This year’s History Fair is now part of the Heritage Open Days programme for 2025. There will be lots of stalls to browse from societies, book publishers and sellers. There will also be a free talk on ‘The Rebuilding of Nelson’s Monument’ at 2pm. Tickets will be available from Wednesday 27 August 2025 at 10am from:
https://myaccount.great-yarmouth.gov.uk/article/9298/Register-for-a-Heritage-Walk

Paul Godfrey 1949 -2025 

Society members were saddened to hear of the recent death of Paul Godfrey a long-term member. 
He attended St George’s School in St Peter’s Road, later running a photographic shop on North Quay. He had recently moved to Lowestoft. 

Paul Godfrey’s great interest was pictures and old photographs of Great Yarmouth and district He wrote some half a dozen of articles for Yarmouth Archaeology on the beginnings of and development of photography from the middle of the nineteenth century. When the town expanded as a centre for the tourist industry it attracted pioneers of the art to record the holiday makers in the exotic location of the seaside often with only their faces peering through boards with comic pictures. 

It was originally a skilled art that could only be carried out by professional practitioners with expensive equipment but as technology advanced it became into use more widely patronised. This attracted crooks and charlatans to Yarmouth beaches and Mr Godfrey noted prosecutions. He also noted the innovations made by photographers and developers of film, some by local men including Edgar Barker. 
Taking photographs has become a very simple process thanks to cheap and simple digital equipment becoming available. Paul Godfrey made a great contribution to the history of photography in Yarmouth

Council for British Archaeology East

Caistor Roman Project Excavation.  This will run from 17th August until 3rd September and has received a grant from Council for British Archaeology East to help cover the costs of professional supervision. Applications to dig are now being invited – note you must be a member of CRP in order to take part. As in previous years, CBA East will organise a visit to the excavation – details will be emailed when known.
 
CBA ZOOM Lectures:
24 July This is Archaeology - Bronze, beer and boats: Bringing Prehistoric archaeology to life at Stanwick Lakes

The SHARP Festival of Archaeology, including site tours and family activities, will take place in the Boneyard Field at Sedgeford (near Hunstanton) on Sunday 20 July. Parking will cost £3.00. Entry is otherwise free but donations towards the continuing project will be welcome.
 Norwich Castle Museum has announced that its Royal Palace Reborn project is complete and that the reconfigured Norman Keep will open to the public on Thursday 7 August. Tickets will go on sale on 24 July (or a week earlier for Norfolk Museums Passholders).
 
50 Years of Discovery: Celebrating half a century of archaeology and heritage in the East of England: Norfolk County Council’s Environment Service invites you to celebrate five decades of archaeological exploration, research, and heritage management in the East of England with a two-day conference. 

The conference will highlight Norfolk County Council’s archaeological services including the Finds Identification and Recording Service, the Norfolk Historic Environment Record and the East Anglian Archaeology monograph series.

There will be a keynote speech from Professor Carenza Lewis and a plenary lecture by Professor Will Bowden.
Location: The University of East Anglia
Date: 1st and 2nd November 2025

On Saturday 1st November, the conference will be followed by an evening reception at the recently renovated Castle Keep, with a talk by Dr. Tim Pestell.
Get your tickets here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/50-years-of-discovery-tickets-1465333324419?aff=oddtdtcreator

Commemorative VJ Day talk at Hemblington Church

80th Commemoration of Victory over Japan.  Saturday, 16th August at 2:00 p.m.

The Friends of All Saints Church, Hemblington, are arranging a talk by well-known local historian Neil Storey about the ending of the second world war, as our commemoration of VJ Day in August. All are invited to hear well-known local historian Neil Storey give an illustrated presentation about The War in the Far East.  Hear his account of the combat and eventual ending of the war including personal family reminiscences.  A further talk by Steve Briggs:  “HMS Persimmon in the Indian Ocean 1943-1946” will follow.  Free entry for the talks. Level access into the church and a wheelchair-friendly WC too.  An ideal opportunity to visit this interesting Medieval round tower church and enjoy homemade refreshments. The talk will be at: All Saints Church, Church Lane, Hemblington near Blofield NR13 4EF.  
Local contact: (01603) 715804.  Website: www.hemblingtonchurch.org.uk

Vandalism at the Yarmouth Minster

For those who have been following the local news, you may have heard that the Yarmouth Minster was recently vandalised, and some windows smashed by having stones being thrown at them. It has been estimated that at least £15,000 is needed to be raised to repair the damage. A restoration fund has been set up to try and raise funds for the repairs.
 
Not so long ago, a small group of photographers went on a 'photowalk' around the Yarmouth Minster. It was agreed to try and sell prints of some of the photographs taken and any profits will be given to the Minster to help pay for the repairs. 

If you would like further information about buying the print, then please visit:  https://www.lucykayne.co.uk/great-yarmouth-minster  for further information.




Compiling list of Interesting Buildings in Great Yarmouth which are not Listed 

Great Yarmouth has many buildings which are Grade I or 2 listed. In addition, there are many other buildings and sites which are of interest. The Civic Society has had discussions with Franziska Callaghan, Senior Conservation Officer for the Borough, and we wondered whether there are members of the Local History and Archaeological Society who would like to join us in compiling such a list. The list will be helpful when the council is considering planning applications.

We would suggest starting with the three Conservation Areas in the centre of the town and then work outwards. Below is a suggested means of working. 

If members of the GYLHAS are interested perhaps we could have a meeting to discuss how we can proceed. Those wishing to take part can contact Hugh Sturzaker by email -  hsturzaker@icloud.com

SUGGESTED PROCEDURE
 
Divide areas to be assessed into manageable areas. 

Groups of up to four people to assess an area and indicate those buildings and sites which need to be included. 

These buildings and sites to be allocated to different people to write them up 

Details needed: History 
Date built and dates of changes made. Architects 
Any important architectural features 
Any important people or historical factors associated with the building 
Should it be listed or just be recorded as a place of interest? 
Has it a blue plaque? 
Photographs of important features. 
What needs to be done to improve its appearance? 

Below are some details which Franziska has sent. 

Asset type Although local heritage lists have long been developed successfully for buildings, all heritage asset types, including monuments, sites, places, areas, parks, gardens and designed landscapes may be considered for inclusion. 
• Age The age of an asset may be an important criterion, and the age range can be adjusted to take into account distinctive local characteristics or building traditions. 
• Rarity Appropriate for all assets, as judged against local characteristics. 
• Architectural and Artistic Interest The intrinsic design and aesthetic value of an asset relating to local and/or national styles, materials, construction and craft techniques, or any other distinctive characteristics. 
• Group Value Groupings of assets with a clear visual design or historic relationship. 
• Archaeological Interest The local heritage asset may provide evidence about past human activity in the locality, which may be in the form of buried remains, but may also be revealed in the structure of buildings or in a designed landscape, for instance. Heritage assets with archaeological interest are primary sources of evidence about the substance and evolution of places, and of the people and cultures that made them. 
• Historic Interest A significant historical association of local or national note, including links to important local figures, may enhance the significance of a heritage asset. Blue Plaque and similar schemes may be relevant. Social and communal interest may be regarded as a sub-set of historic interest but has special value in local listing. As noted in the PPG: ‘Heritage assets ... can also provide meaning for communities derived from their collective experience of a place and can symbolise wider values such as faith and cultural identity’. It therefore relates to places perceived as a source of local identity, distinctiveness, social interaction and coherence, contributing to the ‘collective memory ’of a place. 
• Landmark Status An asset with strong communal or historical associations, or because it has especially striking aesthetic value, may be singled out as a landmark within the local scene. 
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